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And by being strictly limited to two, (whereas, so far as we know, there is no absolute limitation to that, or to any other number, in any other Church), it is obvious to remark, that we of the Anglo-Catholic Church, can scarce fall into the error of lighting them as a part of the service of any other except GOD.
Thus have we stated the law and the custom of the Anglican Church in this matter; and against the dissenters, and those churchmen who reason like dissenters, we have shown that in this, as in all other matters, our Church is as free from Popery as it is from Puritanism.
LITANY. The term " Litany" is used by ancient writers in many different senses. At first, it seems to have, been applied as a general appellation for all prayers and supplications, whether public or private. In the fourth century it was given more especially to those solemn offices which were performed with processions of the clergy and people. Public supplications and prayers to GOD, on occasions of especial urgency, were certainly prevalent in the Church during the fourth and fifth centuries. These supplications, were called litanies in the Eastern Church, from whence the name passed to the West. Here they were known as rogations or supplications, until the name of litany became more prevalent than any other. The Church of England appears to have received the stated rogation or litany days of the Gallican Church at an early period, and from that time to the present, she has reckoned them among her days of fasting. Formerly in this Church, there were processions on all these days.
The Litany of the Church of England is not an exact transcript of any ancient form., though composed of materials of very ancient date. It differs essentially from the Romish Litanies, by containing no invocations to angels and departed saints. Our invocations are made to the three Persons of the sacred TRINITY, and to them alone, while the office of Mediator and Intercessor is throughout ascribed only to our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
In the original arrangement,, the Litany formed a distinct service, not used at the time of the other services. But by later usage it has been united with the Morning Prayer, though still retaining its separate place in the Prayer Book. Formerly, there was a rubric, requiring